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City leads UK resource for health economics education
Professor Nancy Devlin (Economics Department) is leading the development of a major new resource for teaching and learning in health economics. Health Economics education (HEe), launched in January this year, is part of the Economics Network of the UK’s Higher Education Academy. It aims:
· To encourage and support teaching and learning in health economics in UK universities.

· To create a community of health economics teachers willing to share ideas, resources and expertise in health economics teaching.

· To promote health economics to potential students.

The HEe website - www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/health/ - provides a rich source of teaching materials, assessment tools, interactive workshops, innovative classroom experiments and student exercises.  All the resources are donated by academics from universities around the UK and are available on an open-access basis. “The resource works on the principle that everyone benefits from openly sharing best practice. Contributing materials to the site is seen as a great way of highlighting excellent and innovative teaching in the degrees offered by a university – and other academics benefit from seeing new approaches and ideas being used elsewhere to enhance student learning”.  
The website is ‘owned’ by all the academics who wish to contribute to it – much like wikipedia, any academic can add to or update the resources on the site at any time. This gives the website a genuinely collaborative feel – and ensures the site is continuously changing and fresh.  Website design and support for all aspects of HEe has been provided by Dr Martin Poulter from the Economics Network, based at Bristol University. 
In addition to the website, HEe has run two highly successful events at UK health economics conferences, focusing on specific issues in health economics education, such as ‘health economics in the medical curriculum’. Such events will now be a regular feature of future UK health economics conference programmes. 
Plans for the coming year include a series of short films of interviews with leading health economists –funding for this is currently being sought. HEe will also be ‘going international’ -  while its focus to date has been on the UK, the international Health Economics Association (iHEA) has recently confirmed its active support for HEe. This will facilitate HEe’s network of contributors extending to elsewhere in Europe, the US and further afield. It also provides an opportunity to stimulate pedagogical debate about differences in how health economists are trained - and indeed the nature of the discipline of health economics itself - between countries. 
HEe has helped reinforce City’s reputation as a leading provider of health economics education. The Economics Department offers two postgraduate programmes – MSc Economic Evaluation in Health Care and MSc Health Economics – and is unique in offering two elective modules in its undergraduate programme – Health Economics and Economics of Addiction.
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