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Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals (CCAS) 

 
Basic Instrument 
 

Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals (29 UST 441, TIAS 8826) 

 

Implementing Legislation 
 

None 

 

Member Nations 
 

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Japan, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, South 

Africa, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America. 

 

Commission Headquarters 
 

The Convention did not establish a Commission.  The United Kingdom serves as the Depositary Government. 

 

Budget 
 

None. 

 

U.S. Representation 
 

The United States is represented at Meetings of Contracting Parties to the Convention by a delegation, headed by the 

Department of State and including representatives of the National Marine Fisheries Service, the Marine Mammal 

Commission, and the environmental community. 

 

Description 
 

A.  Mission/Purpose 

 

The Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals was signed in London on February 11, 1972.  It entered into force on 

March 11, 1978, and calls for Contracting Parties to meet within 5 years of entry into force, and at least every 5 years 

thereafter, to review the operation of the Convention.  The purpose of the Convention is to promote and achieve the 

objectives of protection, scientific study and rational use of Antarctic seals, and to maintain a satisfactory balance within the 

ecological system. 

 

The Convention applies to the seas south of 60 South Latitude, in respect of which the Contracting Parties affirm the 

provisions of Article IV of the Antarctic Treaty. 

 

B.  Organizational Structure 

 

There is no Commission.  The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) of the International Council of Scientific 

Unions, through its Group of Specialists on Seals, receives reports from and advises the Contracting Parties on the number of 

seals killed or captured, the status of stocks, and the need, if any, for conservation and management measures. 

 

C.  Programs 

 

Because there had been no commercial sealing in the Antarctic after the Convention entered into force in 1978, an offer by 

the United Kingdom, as Depositary Government, to host a 1983 meeting of Parties, was declined.  The first and, to date, only 

meeting of Parties, held in 1988, was occasioned by a 1986/87 Soviet commercial sealing expedition and research cruise. 
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The 1988 meeting limited its recommendations to amendments to the Annex to the Convention or to Contracting Parties and 

other institutional action independent of the terms of the Convention.  The Meeting agreed that Contracting Parties should 

restrict the number of seals killed or captured by special permit.  It also agreed to encourage cooperative planning among 

holders of special permits for scientific research and detailed the scientific information which should be reported.  The 

meeting recommended that the Annex be amended to increase the period of notification by a Contracting Party to other 

Contracting Parties prior to leaving home port for a commercial sealing expedition from 30 to 60 days.  The final report of 

the meeting noted, however, that Contracting Party countries are unlikely to engage in commercial sealing in the foreseeable 

future. 

 

In 1992, the United Kingdom proposed, but the Parties did not feel it necessary, to hold a further meeting.  In October 1993, 

the United Kingdom hosted an informal meeting of the Parties to review the operation of the Convention.  The meeting was 

held in the margins of the twelfth meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.  

As a result, the Parties noted the need to: improve the submission and exchange of data; endorse scientific programs on seal 

research; provide SCAR with contact points of CCAS parties; and circulate copies of reports from the SCAR Group of 

Specialists to CCAS Parties.  In response to an inquiry, the United Kingdom confirmed that the recommendations adopted by 

the 1988 Meeting of Parties entered into force on March 27, 1990. 

 

Staff Contacts 

 

NOAA Fisheries:  

 

Nina Young 

Office of International Affairs 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 

1315 East- West Highway, Room 10631 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Telephone: 301-427-8383 

Department of State: 

 

Evan Bloom 

Deputy Director, Office of Ocean Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Telephone:  (202) 647-3262 


